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BOS, School Committee discuss budget, override 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— At the Board of Selectmen 
meeting held May 12, School 
Committee Chair Maria Tuck- 
er and Superintendent Rich- 
ard Lind offered some “brain- 
storming” ideas to address the 
current budget gap, which saw 
a $1 million difference between 
the district’s proposed budget 
and what selectmen and Fi- 


nance Committee members 
were willing to recommend. 

Tucker acknowledged the 
additional $500,000 added to 
their budget by selectmen, say- 
ing they appreciated the ad- 
ditional funding. Tucker said 
even with the additional mon- 
ey, they school is still facing 
a half a million-dollar cut to 
their budget. 

School Superintendent 
Richard Lind said their pro- 
posed budget from the BOS 


and Finance Committee has a 
reduction of 8.1%. Lind said he 
knows a lot of people feel that 
schools are a “drain,” on town 
finances. “Schools are in gener- 
al the largest department in ev- 
ery city and town,” Lind said. 
He said an 8% cut would im- 
pact the students negatively, by 
increasing class sizes, reducing 
services, programs and staffing. 
Lind said the long-term im- 
pact of cutting programs could 
lead to more families opting to 


school choice out. 
AMR funds 

Lind said the school cur- 
rently has $400,000 in pandem- 
ic relief funds to offset its fiscal 
2022 budget. He said the town 
will be receiving American Res- 
cue Plan funds ranging in the 
amount of $1 to 1.4 million. 
Lind asked if those funds could 
be used to support town de- 
partments and also the school. 

Override 
Lind said another possible 


solution would be an override. 
Lind said he is frustrated that 
the school cannot provide the 
services the town needs. “How 
can we get the citizens of this 
town what they want, need and 
deserve in their schools, and in 
the other town departments? I 
know every department 1s real- 
ly skimping and resources are 
tight. We need to talk about 
solutions,’ Lind said. He said 
he hopes they can start a con- 


See OVERRIDE | PAGE 2 
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BROOKFIELD — Monday provided plenty of sun and warm weather for a local fisherman, who casted his line from the shore of 
Quaboag Pond while he waited for his boat to be repaired. 
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Applicant needed for joint 
regionalization committee 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD —- 
The Board of Selectmen met 
on Tuesday, May 11 at 6 p.m., 
and took up the formation of 
a School Regionalization Plan- 
ning Committee, now that the 
initial decision has been made 
to study regionalizing with 
Quaboag Regional School Dis- 
trict. 

Town Moderator James 
Caldwell asked to utilize the 
selectmen’s email address for 
gathering candidates for the 
School Regionalization Plan- 
ning Committee. One applicant 
is needed on this joint commit- 
tee with West Brookfield and 
Warren to explore the possi- 
bility of regionalizing with the 
Quaboag Regional School Dis- 
trict. Selectmen Chairman Dale 
Kiley said interested applicants 
can send their information and 
qualifications to selectmen@ 
northbrookfield.net to be for- 
warded to the Town Modera- 


tor. Requests must be received 
by noon on May 27. 
Financial items 

The treasurer requested to 
spend money on postage-paid 
envelopes. The board agreed to 
release $600 to cover postage. 
The Planning Board request- 
ed $73.50 for advertising and 
$189.95 for copy paper. The 
board approved all requests. 

Planning Board appointment 

The SelectBoard appoint- 
ed the following people to the 
Planning Board: Kim Bent as 
clerk, Susan Lyons to a one- 
year term and James Grace as 
alternative. Bent was also ap- 
pointed as clerk of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals. 

One-day liquor license 

The board signed and ap- 
proved a one-day liquor license 
for the North Brookfield Fire 
Pay Night Supper. 

Bell Road easement 

The board signed the ease- 
ment paperwork for 14 Bell 
Road/Water Department. 


See COMMITTEE | PAGE 2 





New commuter rail study 
celebrated by advocates 


Would provide new area 
commuter line 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@turley.com 


REGION — Advocates of 
a new commuter rail line con- 
necting Western Mass. to Bos- 
ton are cheering the release of a 
new Capitol Region Council of 
Governments report backing 
all the main arguments for pub- 
lic investment in the project. 

“The study is great for Palm- 
er,’ Ben Hood, chairman of the 
East-West Rail Steering Com- 
mittee said. 

“The inland route between 


Boston and New York City is 
the key to unlocking the enor- 
mous economic benefits and 
transit-oriented development 
that would accompany te- 
stored passenger rail to Palm- 
er. We are well-positioned at 
the northeast corner of Metro 
Hartford-Springfield, clos- 
est to Worcester and Boston. 
The study recognizes the work 
we've done to prepare for re- 
stored passenger rail.” 
Prepared by the internation- 
al consulting firm AECOM, 
which specializes in infrastruc- 
ture, the report not only cele- 
brates modern mass transit as 
a tool for economic and social 
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This graphic gives shows commercial square footage, housing units, and jobs for the existing and proposed passenger stations along 


this route. COURTESY PHOTO 
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Brookfield Community Club sells grab 
and go container gardening kits 


Come for the plants, 
Stay for the tractor parade 
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BROOKFIELD — The Brookfield Garden Club will be holding their annual plant sale on Saturday, May 
29, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., on the Town Common. There will be annuals and perennials available. The 
Agriculture Commission will also hold a tractor parade at 11 a.m. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTO BY 
PAULA OUIMETTE 

























GET THE JOB 


DONE RIGHT! 


log splitters to lawn mowers, 
DR has what your lawn needs! 


Higgins Powersports has all the tools you need to make your 
lawn the best it's ever been this Spring. Come see our full line of 
DR Power Equipment for your lawncare needs! af 


Spring Tractor Tune-Up 
Special for only 
$225 + Parts! 


, 4 
Rt. 122, Barre MA 01005 


Call or Text 978-355-6343 
HigginsPowersports.com 


BROOKFIELD — The Brookfield 
Community Club is holding a fund- 
raiser by selling grab and go container 
gardening kits. The funds raised will go 
back to the Brookfield community in the 
form of grants and community events. 
The kits are $35 and there arechoices 
of a culinary herb garden, a hanging 
basket, a miniature garden or a sum- 


mer porch pot. Orders must be placed 
by May 28, and can be done by visit- 
ing https://brookfield-community-club. 
square.site/. Kits can be picked up on 
Saturday, June 12, at 10 a.m., behind the 
Brookfield Town Hall at 6 Central St. 
Everything is included in the kits: pot, 
soil, moss, pebbles and other materials, 
along with written instructions. 





Haston Book Group meets May 25 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
Haston Library Book Group’s May 
meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 
25, at 7 p.m., in person at the library 
and also via ZOOM. The group will be 
discussing “Behold the Dreamers” by 
Imbolo Mbue, described as: “A compul- 
sively readable debut novel about mar- 
riage, immigration, class, race, and the 


trapdoors in the American Dream—the 
unforgettable story of a young Camer- 
oonian couple making a new life in New 
York just as the Great Recession up- 
ends the economy.” Amazon copies are 
available in the library, and patrons are 
welcome to come in and get a copy. For 
more information and for the ZOOM 
link, call the library at 508-867-0208. 





COMMITTEE 


Reopening of pole hearing 

The board reopened the pole hearing 
for North Main Street. After no further 
discussion from abutters or residents, 
the board closed the hearing. The board 
approved the moving of the pole be- 
tween 280-282 North Main Street. 

Beach Committee 

The Beach Committee said they have 
had a problem with a member. Kiley 
said it would be more appropriate to 


FROM PAGE 1 


discuss in executive session and invite 
all involved parties. They will discuss 
the situation in executive session at the 
next BOS meeting on May 25. 
Casella Waste contract 
The board approved the contract 
with Casella Waste presented to them 
by the Recycling Center. 
Minutes 
Meeting minutes from Feb. 17 and 
March 2 were approved. 





OVERRIDE | 


versation and give their best effort to of- 
fer solutions to this budget crisis. 

Kiley said the $6 million operating 
budget is not the only money provided 
to the school. He said they also provide 
almost $2 million in benefits and debt 
service; almost 54% of town revenue. 
Kiley said they share the frustration 
because it is not easy for them to make 
cuts too, “everyone suffers.” He said a 
debt override stays forever, unlike a debt 
exclusion which goes away over time. 
Tucker said they are having two debt ex- 
clusions, and questioned if an override 
would eliminate the need for exclusions. 
A resident commented that an override 
would increase the cost to live in town 
and drive people out. 

Possible override impact 

Kiley said a significant portion of 
their population is elderly or on a fixed 
income and a tax increase would be 
challenging to those people. Lind said 
their recent demographic study shows 
their school-age population increasing 
in the future. Lind said this is a brain- 
storming session. 

Kiley said there is only one depart- 
ment in town that will be getting more 
in their line item this year: the police de- 
partment. He said a 2% increase in the 
police department budget is much lower 
than 2% in the school budget. A resident 
who is also a parent said many families 
have lost jobs and are hurting financial- 
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ly. The resident said, “it’s a hard pill to 
swallow,’ knowing that Lind accepts 
more money to be co-principal, but still 
wants to cut programs to save money. 
Tucker explained that Lind 1s doing the 
work of three people, which is a consid- 
erable financial savings to the school. 

Tucker said Lind works through the 
weekend and works extended hours. 
She said she understands the perception 
about him earning extra money, but she 
emphasized that he is doing extra work. 
Kiley said the perception is there and 
the reality is that 116 students opt to 
school choice out. Tucker said the possi- 
ble cut in programming will cause more 
students to school choice out. 

Communication 

Members of the Finance Committee 
asked why the School Committee did 
not attend their meetings. Tucker said 
they will make the effort to attend and 
would like to have a tri-board meet- 
ing, but does not want to be told it 1s 
“a waste of time.” Tucker said going 
forward, they will continue to try to at- 
tend selectmen and Finance Committee 
meetings. 

Kiley said if there is interest in an 
override, a group should be formed to 
explore that as an option. He agreed it 
is worth talking about. Lind said he re- 
ally wants to work together and do the 
best they can do for the children of the 
community. 


THE CENTERED PLACE 


SINCE 1988 


Yoga & Meditation Classes 


Now offering both online classes and 
studio classes. We will keep you sate. 


Voted Best Yoga in the region by a 
Town & Country Living Magazine 


Have compassion. Be considerate of others. 
Take care. 


413 436 /374 


286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA 
WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 


Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness listening 
session, May 26 


STURBRIDGE -— Residents are invited to attend 
Sturbridge’s Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness 
Program public listening session on Wednesday, May 
26, from 5 to 6 p.m., at the Sturbridge Senior Center, 
480 Main St. 

Learn more and provide comments regarding Stur- 
bridge’s outcomes from the recently held Community 
Resilience Building Workshop. 

MVP provides support for communities to begin the 
process of planning for climate resilience and prioritiz- 
ing adaption and hazard mitigation actions. Commu- 
nities that complete the MVP certification program are 
eligible for Action Grant funding and other opportu- 
nities. For more information, please contact the Cen- 
tral Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission 
at dmarini@cmrpc.org. 





Ceremony to honor soldiers 
of the American Revolution 


STURBRIDGE — On Thursday, May 27, at 10 
a.m., geraniums will be placed at the graves of Revolu- 
tionary Soldiers in the Sturbridge Old Burial Ground 
on Main Street across from the Common. 

In the past five years, Burgess Elementary School 
children have been present to honor the soldiers. How- 
ever, due to the ruling that field trips may not take place 
yet, the children will not be present this year. Anyone 
who would like to take part by placing a flower on a 
grave of a Revolutionary soldier is welcome to help. 
Geraniums are the courtesy of the Publick House His- 
toric Inn, the neighbor to the Burying Ground. 

This tradition goes back to the 1930s when Center 
School children from the first and second grades used 
to place the geraniums on the graves. For more infor- 
mation please call Bob Briere at 508-347-3788. 


One Plant Campaign 
to distribute plants 


STURBRIDGE — A group of Tantasqua Region- 
al High School students has created the “One Plant 
Campaign” to combat hunger within the school’s five 
communities by providing fresh produce to local food 
banks/pantries. The community can help by signing 
up to receive, plant, and care for a vegetable plant, 
which will come with instructions. 

Once the plant begins to make produce, drop it off 
at Tantasqua RegionalHigh School, where it will then 
be distributed to area food banks and pantries. Partic- 
ipants can also donate any excess produce they may 
have from a garden they already plant. Donations of 
non-perishable items or volunteering time to 

The inaugural dis- 
tribution day with seeds 
and seedlings will be Sat- 
urday, May 22. Collec- 
tions are every Tuesday, 
from 5 to 7 p.m., starting 
June 29 and every Sat- 
urday, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m., starting July 3, 
at Tantasqua Regional 
High School. Learn more 
by visiting oneplantproj- 
ect.org 
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East Brookfield Burgers $6.99 
Monday through Thursday 


During Lunch hours (11 to 4) 
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Life is sweet at Brookfield Orchard 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — This weekend marks 
the beginning of a new venture for Brookfield Or- 
chards, located at 12 Lincoln Road. For the first time 
in their more than 100 years of being in business, they 
have added fudge making to their long list of home- 
made offerings. A ribbon-cutting at the newly installed 
fudge counter will be held on Saturday, May 22, at 
10:30 a.m. 

Founded in 1918 by Boston broker Arthur Lincoln 
and his wife Lida, Brookfield Orchards 1s a fifth- gen- 
eration, family-owned and operated establishment. 
The Lincolns originally used the property for their 
summer home, making jams and preserves from the 
apples they harvested. After the stock market crash in 
1929, the Lincolns moved to the orchard full time and 
expanded their seasonal hobby to a full-time business. 

Diana Nydam, the great-great-granddaughter of 
the orchard’s founders, has learned the trade of fudge 
making from longtime supplier and friend Debbie 
Winchester. Winchester, owner of Sturbridge Fudge 
Company, has supplied fudge to Brookfield Orchards 
for a few years. When Winchester decided to sell her 
company, she knew she wanted Brookfield Orchards 
to continue crafting her melt-in-your-mouth fudge in 
a variety of flavors. 

Nydam initially had reservations when Winchester 
approached her and her family about taking over 
fudge production. But within five minutes of watching 
a video, Nydam felt confident and decided “we could 
do this.””» Nydam has caught on quickly and is learning 
many tricks to perfect her craft. She said Winchester 
“still helps us along the way.” 

For this weekend’s grand opening, Nydam will 
be featuring 11 flavors of fudge at their new display 
counter, located in their Country Store next to their 
penny candy. She said they will have their four “all 
time favorite” flavors, which include: chocolate, choc- 


olate walnut, penuche, and peanut butter. The remain- 
ing varieties will all be new flavors, never before sold at 
the orchard. Fudge will be available by the piece from 
the counter, and also pre-packaged. Fudge will be sold 
for $4 apiece. 

Nydam will be offering a “featured flavor” of fudge 
each month going forward, coinciding with events go- 
ing on at the orchard. They have an upcoming “Touch 
a Truck” event in June, and the fudge will be red to 
match the Fire/EMS vehicles. “The flavors can be end- 
less,” Nydam said. 

The penny candy section has also expanded, in- 
cluding a wide assortment of gummy candy. “We’re 
bringing in more candy, fun gummies...weird, shaped 
gummies of all sizes. They sell like crazy,” Nydam said. 

May 22 1s also the first of three flea markets held 
outside at Brookfield Orchards. Vendors will be set up 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (other dates include June 19 and 
July 24). Minuteman Kettle Corn will be selling ket- 
tle corn and lemonade. The Snack Bar will be open, 
offering hot dogs and hot apple dumplings served a 
la mode. Hardwick Winery will be on hand with their 
wine and wine slushies and Joe Macey will perform 
live music from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Nydam said Brookfield Orchard 1s excited to host 
their second “Let’s Get Local” event on Aug. 28 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to support food and drink vendors 
in the area. They first organized this annual event in 
2019 to connect people to the farmers in the commu- 
nity. Last year’s event had to be canceled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The orchard will also be continuing their annual 
Harvest Craft Fair, on Sept. 11 and 12 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. this year. Sixty vendors have already committed 
to sell their goods at the fair. 

Brookfield Orchards is open year-round, seven 
days a week, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more infor- 
mation about the orchard or any of their upcoming 
events, people may call 508-867-6858, visit brookfiel- 
dorchardsonline.com or find them on Facebook. 





Haston Free Public Library 
re-opens to the public 


NORTH BROOKFIELD -— The Haston Free Pub- 
lic Library at 161 North Main St., has returned to full, 
pre-pandemic hours. Those hours are Monday, | to 7 
p.m., Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m., Thursday, 1 to 6 p.m., and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 
noon. The library is closed on Friday and Sunday. 

Library patrons will still be asked to follow the usu- 
al COVID-19 protocols: wear a mask at all times, use 
hand sanitizer on entry to the building, and keep a six- 
foot distance between themselves and other patrons 
or staff. The library staff will continue to quarantine 
items for three days and disinfect surfaces. Library 
staff appreciate patrons’ ongoing attention to these 
safety protocols and look forward to seeing many 
more people in the coming days, as they work to ex- 
pand library programs and return to whatever the new 
normal will be. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, wed- 
dings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major birthdays, 
military achievements, honors and awards. We have a “people 
news” form available for you to submit these listings. This mate- 
rial is provided to us by our readers and local institutions and we 
do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone news 
for the Quaboag Current, please email Ekennedy@turley.com. 
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WE ARE OPEN YEAR ROUND 9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 


Brookfield Orchards 


12 Lincoln Road, North Brookfield, MA 01535 


“Appy pprs Follow signs from Rts. 9, 31, 67 or 148 


WE ARE NOW MAKING 
OUR OWN FUDGE! 


Stop By Saturday, May 22 
Check Out Our Fudge Counter 
In The Country Store and 
Choose From A Variety Of Flavors! 


FLEA MARKET 


Saturdays, May 22, June 19 & July 24 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Who Doesn't Love Searching 
Through Stuff To Find Treasures! 
To Participate Please Arrive Between 7-8:30 a.m. 
To Get Your Spot and Unload Your Items! 
- Used Items Only - 

Renting Spaces For $20.00 To Be Paid Upon Arrival. 
Bring All Your Own Tables & Chairs 
Minuteman Kettle Corn Will Be Serving 
Their Delicious Popcorn and Famous Lemonades! 
Our Grill Will Be Serving Up Hot Dogs All Day. 


_£ Visit Us On Facebook ° 508.867.6858 * 877.622.7555 (a) 
www.browsethebrookfields.com * www.brookfieldorchardsonline.com 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


What Is the best time to 
claim Social Security? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I will be 64 in May of this year, 
and Id like to know the best time to claim Social 
Security. Signed: Anxious to Retire 

Dear Anxious: First, please understand that 
there is no one “best time” to claim your Social 
Security benefit, because when you should claim 
depends upon several factors, such as: 

¢ Your current health 

¢ Your life expectancy 

¢ Your immediate financial need 

¢ Whether you are married 

¢ Whether you are still working 

When you should claim also depends upon your 
personal benefit goals. For example, if you wish to 
maximize your monthly Social Security benefit 
amount, you can best do that by simply waiting 
until age 70 to claim. For each full year you de- 
lay past your full retirement age (FRA), your So- 
cial Security benefit will grow by 8%, up to age 70 
when you get the maximum youre entitled to. If 
you are married and die first, that will also provide 
your widow with a higher benefit as your survivor 
if your wife’s own benefit is less than yours. But 
waiting until age 70 to maximize isn’t for everyone. 

If you are in poor health and don’t expect to 
enjoy at least average longevity (about 84 for a 
man your age now), then claiming earlier would be 
prudent. But claiming earlier also means a small- 
er benefit. Your full retirement age (FRA) is when 
you get 100% of the benefit you’ve earned from a 
lifetime of working. Your FRA is 66 '2 and if you 
wait longer than that you will earn Delayed Retire- 
ment Credits (DRCs) of .667% for each full month 
you delay. That means that if you delay until 70, 
your Social Security benefit will be 28% more than 
it would be at your FRA. But if you claim before 
you have reached your FRA, your benefit amount 
will be permanently reduced by .556% for each full 
month earlier than your FRA that you claim. If, 
for example, you claim your Social Security to start 
at age 64, your benefit will be cut by about 17% 
from what you'd get by waiting until your FRA to 
claim. And, if you are married, that smaller bene- 
fit is what your widow’s survivor benefit would be 
based upon if you die first. 

Anytime Social Security benefits are claimed 
before you have reached your full retirement age, 
you are subject to Social Security’s “earnings test” 
which, if you are working, limits how much you 
can earn before Social Security takes back some of 
your benefits. For 2021, the annual earnings limit 
is $18,960, and if that is exceeded, they will take 
back benefits equal to $1 for every $2 you are over 
the limit. The earnings test applies until you reach 
your FRA, after which there is no longer a limit to 
how much you can earn. In your specific situation, 
if you were to claim for your benefits to start mid- 
year (e.g., in May at age 64), you would be subject 
to a monthly earnings limit of $1,580 for the re- 
maining months of 2021, and if you exceed that 
monthly limit in any month, you won't be entitled 
to any benefits for that month. Then in 2022 you'll 
be subject to the annual limit, which isn’t yet pub- 
lished but will be slightly more than the 2021 limit. 

Exceeding the earnings limit means that Social 
Security will make you repay some of your ben- 
efits and, unless you make special arrangements 
to do otherwise, they will withhold future benefits 
until they recover what you owe. That means go- 
ing without benefits for some months, and if you 
have a spouse or other dependent(s) collecting on 
your record, their benefits will also be suspended 
for that amount of time. 

So, as you can see there is no one simple answer 
to your question of when the best time is to claim 
Social Security. But a careful look at your person- 
al circumstances relative to the above information 
should help you make that decision. 

This article is intended for information purpos- 
es only and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpre- 
tations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Security As- 
sociation. NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other gov- 
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se- 
curity-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amac- 
foundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC., 
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A dahlia fetish 


While I always devote a portion of the 
vegetable garden to cut flower plots for the 
girls and I, last summer in particular we 
really got into picking big, beautiful bou- 
quets for the house. One flower that did 
particularly well for us was the dahlia. I 
had four varieties total in varying sizes and 
color, and boy did these add a lot to the 
vase. I enjoyed harvesting them so much 
that I invested in a sampler pack from Old 
House Gardens mail order company, as 
well as another couple varieties from lo- 
cal growers. I can’t wait to be surprised by 
what is in my sample pack. 

Today was the designated day to plant 
them. I was a little nervous because the soil 
temperatures have only begun to warm up, 
but I had the time so I did it and will pray 
for the best. Sometimes you just have to 
do what you have to do! Read 
on to learn about this unique 
flower. 

Dahlias are not hardy in 
our area. For that reason we 
wait until the danger of frost 
has passed to plant them. They 
can be started from seeds but 
most are grown from tubers of 
a named variety that was pur- 
chased from a nursery or mail 
order company. According to 
one source, there are some 50,000 named 
dahlia varieties! Flowers can vary in size 
from mignon singles that are a mere 2 
inches across to AA size which grow over 
10 inches wide. 

Plant heights vary as well, ranging from 
six inches to 20 feet tall! Six different size 
flowers and 14 shapes are possible with 
colors that appear in nearly every shade ex- 
cept for true blue. Small varieties make es- 
pecially good bedding plants, mixing well 
with other annual and perennial garden 
flowers. Large flowered types are suitable 
“specimen” plants that stand well on their 
own in nearly any gardening situation. All 
are great and long-lasting cut flowers. 

Dahlias have the reputation of being 
“high maintenance,” probably because 
they need to be staked and pinched. They 
are also prone to insect and disease prob- 
lems. None of this should dissuade you 
from growing them, however. Plant dahl- 
ias in full sun in fertile soil amended spar- 
ingly with compost and organic fertilizers. 
Most tubers are planted about three inches 
deep and one to three feet away from one 
another, depending on plant size. Provid- 
ing enough air circulation between plants 
will help keep diseases at bay. 

Most gardeners install a stake at plant- 
ing time and attach the dahlia to it as it 
grows, beginning when it is a foot tall. Sub- 
sequent ties are made every 18 inches or 
so depending on variety. Without the use 
of stakes, large flowers will likely topple 
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in the wind and rain, sometimes taking a 
good portion of the plant with it. 

Pinching dahlias is another good prac- 
tice. When the plant has three sets of leaves 
gently remove its growth tip. This will en- 
courage more branching and inevitably 
more flowers. Once blooming starts, it is 
important to cut away spent blooms on 
a regular basis; tubers will grow stronger 
because of it. Dahlias thrive on sufficient 
moisture, especially since they are shallow 
rooted. Furnish them with one inch per 
week during active growth. As the grow- 
ing season draws to a close, hold back on 
water and any supplemental fertilization 
you have been providing. This will give the 
tubers a chance to harden off before they 
are removed from the ground. 

Dig up dahlia tubers either just prior 
to or soon after frost hits. Leave 
a small portion of stem attached 
to the tubers; it 1s a great place to 
adhere a label. Take it from me, it 
is easy to forget a name over the 
winter months! Soil should be 
eased off the tubers with a spray 
of water before placing in storage. 
Choose a location to overwinter 
your tubers that maintain 40 to 50 
degrees temps and 90% humidity. 
These conditions will keep them 
dormant and healthy until it 1s time to re- 
plant. Many people have good luck using 
a cold basement or root cellar; small quan- 
tities of tubers can be stored in the crisper 
drawer of the refrigerator. Placing tubers 
in damp peat moss, saw dust, shredded 
leaves or even ventilated plastic bags will 
help to prevent shriveling. Be sure to check 
on your tubers every couple of weeks 
throughout the offseason. Should you see 
shriveling, mist them with clean water and 
re-dampen the medium in which they were 
placed. If you see mold, bring down the 
temperature and humidity level. 

Some dahlias like to get a jump-start 
on the season by prestarting dahlias in- 
doors. We have done this occasionally at 
Old Sturbridge Village, and I am always 
amazed at just how fast the plants grow, 
and how quickly they outgrow their pots 
and become leggy. If you attempt it, four 
weeks prior to the last spring frost would 
be soon enough. 

It’s my hope that you will venture into 
the land of dahlia growing and love it as 
much as I do! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to eken- 
nedy@turley.com with “Gardening Ques- 
tion” in the subject line. 
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HISTORY MATTERS 


History Matters is a biweekly feature 
courtesy of The Grateful American Book 
Prize, which is given to children’s books 
that emphasize the importance of Amer- 
ican history. 


May 16 to May 31 


By John Grimaldi and 
David Bruce Smith 


The Lincoln-Douglas debates pushed 
the possibility of a Lincoln presiden- 
cy into inevitability. Positioned against 
Senator Stephen Douglas of Illinois in 
a sequence of debates during re-elec- 
tion year, Douglas insisted the legality 
of slavery should be determined by the 
states and territories. Lincoln argued for 
its abolition. 

Douglas kept his seat and Lincoln 
lost the argument, but his rhetoric raised 
his profile, and that of the unshaped Re- 
publican party. 

Two years later, on May 18, 1860, 
Lincoln was the party’s nominee for the 
presidential election. He faced off with 
Douglas; Southern Democrat John C. 
Breckinridge; and Constitutional Union 
candidate John Bell. Lincoln won 40% 
of the vote and became the first Repub- 
lican President of the United States. 

It was a victory that activated the se- 
cession of southern states, the creation 
of the Confederacy, and the Civil War. 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “Lincoln and Douglas: 
The Debates that Defined America” by 
Allen C. Guelzo. 

Spirit of St. Louis 

At 7:52 in the morning of May 20, 
1927, Charles Lindbergh, lifted off in 
his monoplane, “The Spirit of St. Lou- 
is’, from Roosevelt Airfield in Long Is- 
land, New York in a win-it or- die-try- 
ing” 3,610-mile transatlantic bet. At 
first, getting airborne was difficult, he 
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had a heavy fuel load, but eventually, he 
did. 

Thirty-three and a half hours later, 
Lindbergh landed at Le Bourget Air- 
field, Paris; more than 100,000 people; 
droves of reporters, and correspondents, 
awaited the arrival of the first pilot, 
ever, to make a nonstop U.S. to Europe 
crossing. The news generated headlines 
around the world, about “Lucky Lindy” 
and “The Lone Eagle.” In addition to 
the acclaim, Lindbergh earned a cash 
award for his feat, the equivalent of 
more than $500,000 in today’s currency. 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “Lindbergh” by A. Scott 
Berg. 

Brooklyn Bridge 

Brooklyn was originally a separate 
city, bifurcated from New York City 
by the East River. Then, everything 
changed on May 24, 1883, when the 
Brooklyn Bridge opened; 250,000 peo- 
ple sauntered across it within 24 hours. 
It had taken 14 years for John A. Roe- 
bling, a German born industrial en- 
gineer, to construct what was then the 
world’s largest and longest suspension 
structure. 

According to History.com, “Roe- 
bling is credited with a major break- 
through in suspension-bridge technolo- 
gy: a web truss added to either side of 
the bridge roadway that greatly stabi- 
lized the structure.” Until then, bridg- 
es of that type were notorious for their 
inability to deal with heavy winds and 
loads. 

The Department of Transportation 
says today, 138 years later, more than 
100,000 cars, 4,000 cyclists, and 10,000 
pedestrians, cross daily. 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends David McCullough’s “The 
Great Bridge: The Epic Story of the 
Building of the Brooklyn Bridge.” 
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Quabbin Estates 


41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications for our wait list. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $797/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 


413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 
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SERVICE 


Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured 


Tree Trimming and Removal 
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding 
Crane Service » Sawmill Service 
Firewood Delivery 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted « 100% Financing Available 


162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 
508-641-5249 ¢ office@robinsontreeservice.net 
www.robinsontreeservice.net 


Safe post-graduation celebration 
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Worcester County District Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr., to the left of Quaboag Regional Middle High School 


Principal Stephen Duff, who is at far right in the middle row. QRMHS students stand with him. TURLEY PUBLICA- 
TIONS COURTESY PHOTO 


WARREN — Worcester County Dis- 
trict Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr. award- 
ed Quaboag Regional High School 
with a grant to support fun and safe 
post-graduation activities for students. 

This year, Early’s office awarded 
16 different schools across Worcester 
County nearly $20,000 in grants to sup- 
port programming that helps keep stu- 
dents from drinking and driving after 
celebratory events like prom and grad- 
uation. 

“Students have been dealing with a 
lot in the last year with the COVID-19 
pandemic causing them to miss out on 
time in school, playing sports and en- 
joying social activities with friends and 
family,’ Early said. “I am particularly 
proud this year to be able to help provide 
these kids with the fun celebrations they 
deserve to end the school year safely.” 

Early and his Community Outreach 


PAGE 5 


r 
ep egy 
Tea 
| 


i rf } 7 ri j f 


Team also offer presentations for teens 
to promote safety, including on the top- 
ics of the dangers of mixing drugs and 
alcohol, social host lability awareness 
for parents and distracted driving. 

“The hardest part of our job is 
talking to people in pain. Life can 
change in the blink of an eye. These 
programs that our community partners 
have created help to keep kids safe from 
unnecessary tragedies caused by com- 
bining these celebrations with drinking 
and driving,’ Mr. Early said. 

The funding for these grants Early 
is providing to high schools across the 
county is made possible through the 
Massachusetts Office for Victim Assis- 
tance Drunk Driving Trust Fund, which 
is a State grant that provides support ser- 
vices and advocacy to victims, witnesses 
and their family members of drunk and 
drugged driving crashes. 
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The Belchertown Public School District is now accepting applications for the 
following School Choice openings for the 2021-2022 school year: 


Grade K 
Grade 2 
Grade 3 
Grade 4 


Grade 6 1 


Grade 7 10 
Grade 8 10 


Grade 9 12 


Grade 10 12 


The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation and tradition to provide 
positive educational experiences for all of our students through quality programs, 
dynamic teaching and healthy relationships. 


The deadline for submitting a complete application packet which includes all 
required documents is 4:00 p.m. on Friday, June 25, 2021. 


The selection of non-resident students for admission will be in the form of a 
random drawing when the number of requests exceeds the number of available 
spaces. There will be two drawings for this purpose. The first will take place 
on June 25, 2021, and in the event of unexpected additional openings, a second 
drawing will be conducted on August 13, 2021. 


The application and guidelines can be downloaded at www.belchertownps.org 
or picked up at 14 Maple St., Belchertown, MA 01007. 


The Belchertown School District does not discriminate in the admission of any child on the basis 
of age, sex, gender identity, race, religion, color, national origin, sexual orientation or ancestry, 
athletic performance, physical handicap, special need, academic performance, disability or 
proficiency in the English language in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
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DUDLEY — Nichols College is pleased to announce Adam Phillips 
‘21 from Brookfield, as the valedictorian of the Class of 2021. He 
addressed his classmates during commencement on Saturday, May 
15. He graduated Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 GPA and was cap- 
tain of the track team. “Nichols has become my second home and 
I’m forever grateful for my time on the hill,” he said. COURTESY PHOTO 
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West Brookfield’s asparagus chowder fundraiser 


WEST BROOKFIELD — Even though the 
town’s Asparagus and Flower Heritage Festival 


cannot happen again this year, the First Congrega- 
tional Church of West Brookfield, 36 North Main 
St is still serving up their famous asparagus chow- 
der. Chowder will be available Saturday, May 29, 


from | to 4 p.m., hot or chilled and Sunday, May 
30, noon to 2 p.m., chilled, from the church kitch- 
en. Chowder will be sold by the quart for $10 each. 
Call Nancy at 413-267-3863, and be sure to leave a 
message to reserve your quarts for pick up. Enter 
the driveway through the Church Street entrance. 





Bob Jones University students named to President’s List 


GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLONA - Approx- 
imately 665 Bob Jones University students were named 
to the President’s List for high academic achievement 
during the spring 2021 semester including 

Abigail Myers, a freshman special education major 
and Naomi Myers, a sophomore nursing major from 
East Brookfield. 

To qualify for the President’s List, students must 


earn a 3.75 or higher grade point average for the se- 
mester. 

Located in Greenville, South Carolina, Bob Jones 
University is a regionally accredited Christian liberal 
arts education purposely designed to inspire a lifelong 
pursuit of learning, loving and leading. 

BJU has over 3,000 students from nearly every state 
and more than 40 countries. 





Joseph Facteau graduates from Assumption University 


WORCESTER — Joseph Facteau, of West Brook- 
field, was one of nearly 400 graduates to receive a 
bachelor’s degree during Assumption University’s 
104th Commencement exercises on Sunday, May 9, at 
the DCU Center in downtown Worcester. 

Pulitzer Prize-winning and nationally syndicated 
Washington Post columnist George F. Will, Ph.D., 
delivered what he called the “last Assumption lecture 


for which you will be a captive audience” to the Class 
of 2021, in which he urged the graduates to live in the 
present while also imagining the past. The Class of 
2021 is the first to graduate from Assumption Univer- 
sity, which transitioned from Assumption College last 
year. 

Assumption University, founded 1n 1904 by the Au- 
gustinians of the Assumption. 





Abigail Stansky, of Sturbridge, receives academic award 


DUDLEY — Nichols College Academic Awards 
Ceremony took place virtually on Tuesday, May 4. 

Each year the English Department Award 1s award- 
ed to a deserving English major, this year there are two 
recipients, Abby Stansky and Jacob White. Stansky is 
from Sturbridge. 

Dr. Kellie Deys, associate professor of English pre- 


sented the award. “Both Abby and Jake are creative, 
analytical and insightful, embodying the wonderful 
traits we hoped for in all of our majors. They’ve added 
so much to every class they have been a part of. I’ve 
been impressed with their work and their willingness 
to dig deep into their own lives, novels or into crafting 
their own fiction.” 


TITANS TOGETHER 


Our community supports and celebrates one another, 
whether from across the room or across the globe. 


Learn more about the student experience, schedule a campus tour and apply for Fall 2021. 
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BARRE - Clinton started with eight runs in the 
first inning, and the Panthers couldn't catch all the 
way up in a 14-11 loss last Wednesday afternoon at 
Quabbin Regional High School. Rebecca Saarinen 
had three hits and two RBI for Quabbin. 
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Sydney Giorgi fields a 
grounder to short. 





Brynn Adams fires a throw 
back to the infield. PHOTOS By 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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Jordan Blanchard tries to frame a pitch. Grace Talbot makes contact. 
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Meaghan Doyle slides safely into third base. 





Pioneers edge Rams 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW—Most 
college students will usu- 
ally chill out for the rest 
of the day after taking a 
final exam. 

That’s not exactly 
what Laura Gouvin, 
who lives in Monson, did 
after taking a Spanish 
final at Boston College 
last Saturday afternoon. 





bey | (gibt brit After finishing the 

Pe a ES | jast exam of her fresh- 

Cody Ferus shoots ahead of defensive Max Sanderson starts a rush toward the man year, Gouvin drove 
pressure. Granby goal. | 


PALMER - Last |” 


Friday afternoon, 
Eathan Farrar’s 
three goals paced 
Pathfinder to a nar- 
row 4-3 win over ViIs- 
iting Granby. Cody 
Ferus also scored 
and Nick Beaulieu 
had three assists. 
The Pioneers are 1-2 # 
to start the season. 





Kiernan Moe receives a pass from the defense. Photos by 
David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


Eathan Faria takes a shot on vagal 


Ashton Tebo launches a pass up the field. 





Santaniello makes impact 
in Mutiny’s return 


about 80 miles west on 
the Mass. Pike. She ar- 
rived at historic Lusita- 
no Stadium in Ludlow 
about ten minutes prior 
to the start of the New 
England Mutiny’s_ sea- 
son opening match ver- 
sus the Boston Scorpions 
S.C., who are first-year 
member of the United 
Women’s Soccer League. 

The Scorpions 
stunned the Mutiny by 
scoring a pair of goals 

See MUTINY | 
PAGE 8 





Ludlow’s Ela Kopec kicks the ball away. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW. 
SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
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WINCHESTER, N.H. — _ Ricky 
Whipple romped to victory in the 57- 
lap John Zellman Memorial Pure Stock 
feature Saturday, May 8, at Monadnock 
Speedway, however in post-race inspec- 
tion, Davis was awarded the win. 

Cam Curtis flexed his muscles to top 
the Late Model Sportsman main, with 
Chris Buffone taking no prisoners en 
route to the Street Stock victory. 

Mini Stock ace Gordon Farmum 
earned his first victory lap of the sea- 
son Saturday, while Six Shooter pow- 
erhouse Dustin Thibodeau’s first career 
outing on the high banks netted him the 
win, and Jake Bosse was victorious for 
the second week in a row in the Young 
Guns. 

Pure Stock powerhouses Chris Davis 
and Kodi Sabins led the 21-car field to 
begin the 57-lapper, which would sail by 
in breakneck fashion, as all 57-circuits 
around the high banks were run with- 
out cautions. Davis was the man on the 
point for the first 23 go-rounds. 

But while Davis was fast, Ricky 
Whipple was on a rail. Dropping Davis 
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to second on lap 24, he then sped away 
and hid. Sabins, a distant second with 
the white flag in the air, suddenly coast- 
ed to a stop in the infield, handing the 
runner-up spot back to Davis, with for- 
mer Modsman Joey Jarvis completing 
his charge from row five to finish third. 
(in post-race inspection the official top 
three were Chris Davies, Joey Jarvis and 
JD Stockwell). 

Robert Hagar led early and often in 
the LMS 25-lapper but, on this night, 
teen star Cam Curtis had the hot hand. 
Curtis dropped Hagar to second on lap 
18 and pulled away. 

Hagar finished strong, though, sail- 
ing to the runner-up finish ahead of the 
Bay State Curtis twins, Chase and Jaret. 
Cole Littlewood was fifth. 

Chris Buffone, who’d struggled on 
opening night, put all his ills behind him 
Saturday. Starting up front, he led all 
the way in the 25-lap Street Stock fea- 
ture to finish well ahead of strong and 
steady runner-up Nathan Wenzel. 

Alstead, N.H. hot shoe Rupert Mur- 
doch came home third, just ahead of 


Laura Govin, of Monson, tries to advance the ball up the field. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


MUTINY 


during the first ten minutes and they 
held onto the lead for the next 65 min- 
utes. 

Gouvin, who’s a midfielder, assisted 
on the Mutiny’s first goal of the season 
which was scored by Agawam native 
Hope Santaniello, who’s a forward, 
during the 76th minute. 

A minute later, Melina Couzis, who 
was a senior defender on the UConn 
women’s soccer team this past spring, 
netted the equalizer for the Mutiny and 
the match ended in a 2-2 draw. 

“Even though I only played a cou- 
ple of games for the Mutiny in 2019, I 
really love being a member of this soc- 
cer club,” said Gouvin. “This stadium 
is very close to my hometown and I’m 
really looking forward to playing a full 
season with the Mutiny this year.” 

Gouvin and several of her teammates 
have never lost a regular season match 
while wearing a Mutiny uniform. The 
last time they suffered a regular season 
loss was during 2018 season. The Muti- 
ny played their home matches at several 
different fields that season before mov- 
ing into Lusitano Stadium at the start 
of the 2019 campaign. 

“This stadium is the best home field 
in our entire league,” said second-year 
Mutiny head coach Jeb Booth. “No 
other team has the same type of soccer 
culture that we do here. It’s a little dis- 
appointing that the concession building 
wasn't open yet because we can’t social- 
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ize with the players and their families 
following the match. It’s all about the 
relationship with me.” 

The Mutiny finished the 2019 regular 
season with an 8-0-2 mark before falling 
to the Lancaster Inferno in the U.WS. 
Eastern Conference Finals. The Mutiny 
players waited more than 670 days be- 
fore playing another match because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Booth wasn’t very concerned after 
watching his team fall behind by two 
goals early in the match. 

“T always believe that we will win 
every match,’ said Booth, who also 
coaches the Fitchburg State University 
women’s soccer team. “I believe in them 
as a team and as players, so I don’t get 
nervous about things very often.” 

The Scorpions are coached by Evan 
Burokas, who was a member of the 
Western Mass. Pioneers from 2012- 
2019. He also played for the Western 
Mass Professional team in 2015. 

“None of my players had ever played 
a soccer match at this stadium before to- 
night,’ Burokas said. “I told them what 
this stadium represents to the communi- 
ty and what it means to play here. It was 
very special for me to have my team here 
for the first time. We did take an early 
2-0 lead, but we knew it was going to be 
a tough game. They just kept pressing 
us.” 

There are a couple of other connec- 
tions between the Scorpions and the 





Chris Buffone, of Belchertown, pi 

way. SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Hillary Renaud and Tim Wenzel. Open- 
ing night winner Tommy O’Sullivan — 
Buffone’s uncle — took the night off. 

In the Mini Stocks, it was four-ho- 
ler star Gordon Farnum leading all the 
way. Opening night winner Ray King 
kept Farnum in sight but had no an- 
swer for the Fitzwilliam hot shoe. Kevin 
Cormier came home third, just ahead of 
Louie Maher and division rookie Mike 
Douglas. 

Travis Hollis led the first 21 laps 


Hope Santaniello, of Agawam, scored in the season open- 


er for the Mutiny. 


Mutiny. 

Booth has coached several of the 
Scorpions ENCL regional teams for 
more than ten years. 

Lauren Berman, who’s currently a 
Mutiny midfielder, played for the Scor- 
pions youth teams from U-8 to U-18. 
Just like Gouvin, Berman played col- 
lege soccer at Boston College. She also 
played for a professional soccer club 
in Hungary for two seasons and 1s cur- 
rently the soccer operations coordinator 
for the women’s soccer team at Harvard 
University. 

The Scorpions took a 1-0 lead when 
forward Kristi Vierra lofted a shot from 
the left side of the box into the upper 
right corner over the head of Mutiny 
goalkeeper Caitlin Murphy. 

Then forward Meg Hughes scored 
a breakaway goal giving the Scorpions 
a 2-0 advantage seven minutes into the 
season opener. 

Another Monson resident listed on 
this year’s Mutiny roster is midfielder 
Lily Fabian, who’s a first-year member 
of the team. Fabian, who plays college 
soccer at UMass-Lowell, took the Mu- 
tiny’s first shot on goal that was saved 
by Scorpion’s goalie Kayla Thompson, 
who was replaced at the start of the sec- 
ond half by Skylar Kuzmich. 

The Mutiny also changed goalies 
during the second half. 

Ela Kopec, who was starting goalie 
for the Ludlow girls’ varsity soccer team 


ae 
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cked up a win in the 25-lap Street Stock event May 8 at Monadnock Speed- 


of the Six Shooter main, but Clare- 
mont kingpin Dustin Thibodeau, in 
his first-ever Monadnock run, used the 
high groove to finally take control and 
top the division’s first feature race of the 
season. It was Thibodeau’s second vic- 
tory of the weekend. 

Hollis was strong in second, with 
Brandon Mailhot steady for third. Hol- 
lis and Mailhot were the earlier qualify- 
ing race winners. 
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Lauren Berman looks to switch up her feet. 


last fall, replaced Murphy. 

During the 76th minute, Santaniello, 
who'll be a member of the U.R.I. wom- 
en’s soccer team in the fall, received a 
pass from Gouvin and put a shot into 
the net. 

“T saw that Laura had the ball, but 
I didn’t really know if she was going to 
make a pass or take a shot,” Santaniello 
said. “She made the pass to me and I 
just poked it into the net with my toe. It 
felt great after scoring that goal.” 

After stealing a pass from a defender, 
Couzis scored the tying goal a minute 
later. 

Kopec, who'll be a freshman member 
of the Villanova women’s soccer team 
in the fall, made an outstanding diving 
save, which kept the score tied. 

“Caitlyn played well, and our plan 
was to change goalies in the second 
half,” Booth said. “Ela also played very 
well. She has good hands and has the 
potential to be an outstanding goal- 
keeper.” 

The other local players listed on the 
Mutiny gameday roster were Trystin 
Burger (Granby), Jocelyn Trajkovski 
(Ludlow), and Lydia Kinsman (South- 
wick). 

The Mutiny will be looking to cele- 
brate their first victory of the season 
when they host the Connecticut Rush at 
7p.m. on Saturday night. 


RAIL STUDY | FROM PAGE 1 


transformation, but accuses state and 
federal governments of negligence over 
a lack of progress. Although it hails the 
2018 opening of the Hartford-Spring- 
field line as a step in the right direction, 
the service just scratches the surface, the 
consultant said, and even that new line 
needs improvement, according to the 
study. 

“The work remaining to be done 1n- 
cludes electrification, additional rolling 
stock, a replacement of the Connecticut 
River Bridge at Windsor Locks, dou- 
ble-tracking of key segments, five new 
or relocated stations, and upgrading the 
downtown Hartford rail viaduct. These 
improvements, estimated to cost up to 
$3 billion, would boost speed, reliabili- 
ty, and access,” the study states. 

The Pioneer Valley Planning Com- 
mission also had input on the report. 

The East-West Rail project in Mas- 
sachusetts would connect Springfield to 
Worcester and Boston, and potentially 
westward to Pittsfield. 

“These services nominally exist to- 
day, but with only one train in each di- 
rection (Amtrak’s Lakeshore Limited), 
unreliable performance, and uncom- 
petitively slow speeds—about an hour 
longer than driving in mid-day condi- 
tions. While several alternatives remain 
in play, an investment in the $4 billion 
range would cut nearly an hour off the 
Springfield-Boston trip, enable at least 
10 round trips per day, and provide 
comfort and reliability,” according to 
the report. 

“In Boston, the train would stop 
not only at South Station, with its in- 
stant connections to the Red and Silver 
Lines and much of downtown accessi- 
ble on foot, but at the key destinations 
of Back Bay, the Longwood Medical 
Area (Lansdowne Station), and the fu- 
ture multi-modal hub at West Station. 
Together, the East-West Line and the 
completed Hartford Line would recon- 
stitute a 21st-century version of the old 
Inland Route—regular train service 
from Boston to New York via Worces- 
ter, Springfield, Hartford, and New Ha- 
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ven—which the region has lacked for 
decades. It would create a regional net- 
work of great versatility and economic 
potential, combining intercity service 
all along the corridor with high-fre- 
quency, transit-like service in the Hart- 
ford-Springfield core.” 


An economic driver 

At a press conference last week at 
Springfield Union Station, U.S. Rep. 
Richard E. Neal and Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission Executive Direc- 
tor Kimberly H. Robinson seized on the 
report as further evidence that a Biden 
administration infrastructure proposal 
should include more than $1 billion for 
the East-West line. Biden’s infrastruc- 
ture wish list is reportedly under nego- 
tiations among congressional leaders, 
but there’s been no date set for public 
hearings. 

In the meantime, Neal, who pledged 
last fall to fight for the project, laid out 
at the press conference part of his ar- 
gument on why Western Mass needs a 
new, expansive commuter rail. 

“In the Hartford-Springfield area 
(there is) a population of 1.6 million 
people, regional gross domestic product 
of over $20 billion, 20 colleges and uni- 
versities, two historic downtowns and 
New England’s second-largest airport, 
in which I believe seven million people 
ventured through last year,’ Neal said. 

“This confirms what many of us have 
thought about what improved rail ser- 
vice could do for the Springfield-Hart- 
ford-Worcester-New Haven areas, in 
terms of not just geography, but in 
terms of investment as well.” 

Robinson also considers the report 
validation. 

“In so many ways the findings of this 
study confirmed what we ourselves have 
known here for decades,’ Robinson 
said. “Regions that are connected by rail 
to major economic hubs such as Boston 
and New York City are thriving, while 
underserved communities like ours have 
lagged behind. We now know what the 
lack of rail has cost us economically 
and this trend simply cannot continue.” 





RACING 


Jake Bosse made it two in a row in the novice Young 
Guns. Fast Eddie Petruskevicius earned the runner-up 
hardware, with Jeff Moffat third. Leilei Daniels won 


Saturday’s Young Gun heat race. 


Monadnock Speedway will return to action next 
Saturday, May 15, with a full card of NHSTRA rac- 
ing, featuring the mighty Modifieds’ third outing of 
the season.. For more information, please visit www. 


monadnockspeedway.com. 


Monadnock Speedway May 8 results: 
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EARLY 
DEADLINES 


In observance of Memorial Day, 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
EARLY AD DEADLINE 
Place your public notice 
no later than NOON 


Street Stocks: Christopher Buffone, Nathan Wen- 
zel, 88-Hillary Renaud, Timothy Wenzel, Paul Smith, 
Nathaniel Nunez, Keith Johnson, Isabella Michella 

Late Model Sportsman: Camdyn Curtis, Robert 
Hagar, Chase Curtis, Jaret Curtis, Justin Littlewood, 
Austin Brehio, Tyler Lescord, Cole Littlewood, Wil- 
liam Kuhn, Kevin Vaudrien, Nancy Muni Ruot, Dan- 
iel Comeau, Rocky Smith, Ryan Currier, Scott Beck 

Mini Stocks: Gordon Farnum, Raymond King, 
Kevin Cormier, Louie Maher, Michael Douglas, 
Ethan Marsh, Jeff Asselin, Kevin McKnight, William 
Chaffee, Trevor Carey, Patrick Houle , Jake Puchals- 
ki, Matthew Lambert, Adam Sprague, Tim LeBlanc, 
Josh Wright, Kevin Clayton 

Young Guns: Jake Bosse, Edward Petruskevicius, 
Jeffrey Moffat Jr, Leile1 Daniels, Aaliyah Tacy 

Six Shooters: Dustin Thibodeau, Travis Hollins, 
Brandon Mailhot, Chris Hadley, Micheal Yeaton, 
Bucky Thibodeau, Maxwell Chaput, Jeremy Blood, 
Chooch Snide[, Paul Colburn, John Thibodeau 

Pure Stocks: Chris Davis, Joseph Jarvis, JD Stock- 
well, Jason LeRay, David Stone Jr, Kodi Sabins, Jake 
Bosse, Ken LaFont, Cory Lofland, Damien Houle, 
James Zellman Sr, Brittany Patnode, Brianna Pat- 
node, Ryan Lawliss, James Zellman, Kyle Robinson 
Newell, Nicholas Houle, Chris Higbee, Carter Cham- 
berlin, William Graham 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
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Friday, May 28 


— Thank you! 


Key findings 

According to the report, the “Met- 
ro Hartford-Springfield” region would 
rank among the 40 largest in the U.S. 
“Yet the Hartford-Springfield econo- 
my is isolated and lagging” because of 
gaps in the mass transit network. Fill- 
ing those gaps, the report asserts, would 
transform the region. Its key findings 
include: 

¢ Up to 40,000 jobs in informa- 
tion, finance, and professional services 
“which have fueled growth elsewhere 
in the Northeast” can be attracted over 
time to this region. 

¢ Between New Haven and Worces- 
ter, the Inland Route rail improvements 
would serve 16 existing and future sta- 
tions. Recent and planned development 
in these station areas suggests a strong 
market of interconnected residential 
communities, employment centers, and 
public destinations. 

¢ Aggregate station area potential 
has capacity for about 20 million square 
feet of commercial development and 
30,000 housing units. 

“Together, these two outcomes — the 
gradual attraction of 20,000-40,000 
‘missing’ professional service jobs and 
the construction of station-area de- 
velopment — account for an estimated 
$47 to $84 billion in directly-generated 
regional GDP over 30 years, including 
$27 to $48 billion in wages. An addi- 
tional $15 to $21 billion of indirect and 
induced GDP 1s estimated as well,” ac- 
cording to the report. 

“If you can commute easily between 
Hartford and Springfield, or live in 
Windsor Locks and work in Worcester, 
or live in Holyoke and work in Hartford 
or New Haven; or if you can run a busi- 
ness in Springfield and routinely make 
day trips to New York or Stamford or 
Boston; or if your business at Bradley 
International Airport can attract work- 
ers from Wallingford and Palmer—all 
by train, without the expense of car 
ownership or the future roadway con- 
gestion that will come with growth— 
that’s a competitive advantage for the 
region,” the report states. 
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lace your ad no later than NOON 


Friday, May 28 
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Boost for Palmer 

The town of Palmer, which would re- 
turn to its roots as a commuter rail hub, 
figures prominently 1n the report. 

“A historic industrial community 
known as ‘the Town of Seven Rail- 
roads, Palmer is still a rail crossroads, 
where the CSX and Central Vermont 
intersect in Depot Village. Both lines 
are busy freight carriers, and Amtrak’s 
Lakeshore Limited passes through, but 
does not stop, on the CSX track. Union 
Station, an H. H. Richardson original 
building, lives on as a restaurant and 
landmark,” the report says. 

“While Depot Village is largely built 
out at the scale of a small town center, 
there is ample underutilized land avail- 
able. Palmer’s Community Plan identi- 
fies Depot Village, as well as an expanse 
of undeveloped woodland along Route 
32 just north of the village, as strategic 
development sites. Palmer’s location in 
the regional mobility network amplifies 
its potential from a commercial/indus- 
trial as well as a residential standpoint. 
Depot Village adjoins the only Mas- 
sachusetts Turnpike exit in a 24-mile 
stretch, and three regional highways, 
Routes 20, 32, and 181, intersect here. 
Palmer is the gateway to a 21-town area 
that includes the University of Massa- 
chusetts at Amherst. Developable land 
is inexpensive. ” 

Echoing arguments local rail propo- 
nents have been making for years, the 
report seeks to hone the message that 
an East-West line benefits essentially 
everyone. 

“Households, businesses, and gov- 
ernments are connected in a complex 
web of interdependent relationships 
based on producing, selling, purchas- 
ing, and taxing goods and services,” it 
says. 

“An initial change in one of these 
creates ripple effects through the others. 
Initial impacts tend to create revenues 
at other firms and employment for resi- 
dents and associated income, as well as 
tax revenues to state and local govern- 
ments referred to as fiscal impacts.” 

Reporter Jonah Snowden contributed 
to this story. 
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MEMORIA AYISALECSOOSIORDEALS 
Over 1,000 ACs in stock 


OVER 1,500 BICYCLES IN STOCK 


MATTRES 


SALEP iiss: 


18 CU. FT. 


Reg. $799 Reg. $1699” 


DELUXE ELECTRIC 
DRYER 


FAMOUS MAKER GAS OR 
ELECTRIC RANGE 


Reg. $499” 


$449°° 


WASH 


SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL 
REFRIGERATOR | REFRIGERATOR 


DELUXE TOP LOAD 


Reg. °499°° 


$479 


TWIN: Reg. $299 


NOW:+179°° 


FULL: Reg. $499 


NOW*259°° 


QUEEN: Reg. $599 


KITCHENAID 
DISHWASHER 


Reg. $899” 


99 $79922 
PROPANE | >= 


Reg. $218” 


$4 8899 


5 CU FT 


FLRE T> | CHEST FREEZER 


$4 9999 


GE TOP LOAD 
WASHER 


Reg. $849” 


$69929 


MAYTAG - 
TOP WASHER 


Reg. $699 


$6592929 


PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 


INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,00 


we |e 





Check www.whitcosales.com for special coupons 


men A PO OL 


TGA FDR PICKUP OR DELIVER Cech 


$59922 


DELUXE 
DISHWASHER 


Reg. °399° 


$3499 


100s of 


FREEZERS 
IN STOCK! 


75” LG Reg. $999.99 
55” TV Reg. $399.99 
65” LG Reg. $699.99 
43” LG Reg. $399.99 

32” Smart TV Reg. $169.99 
50” LG Reg. $799.99 
86” LG Reg. $1999.99 


AVG 


IN STOCK 


Mon.Fri. 10-8; Sat. 9-8; Sun. 10-7 
140 Main St., Spencer, MA 


508-885-9343 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


CLOTHING MUST sell as a lot! FOR 
the petite sophisticate! All are large 
to 2xl. Four leather coats, different 
lengths, and winter parker ($30.00 
each). Around 100 Alfred Dunner 
Sweaters. Many beautiful tops, com- 
bos. SPLIT WITH YOUR FRIENDS!!! 
(413)283-3420 after 2pm 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


ESTATE SALE 


ESTATE SALE EVERYTHING 
MUST GO. 9am-5pm Saturday-Sun- 
day 05/22-05/23. 52 Washington Rad., 
Brimfield 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 


an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


EVERYTHING MUST GO! Lifetime 
Collection of Dolls & Accessories. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
FIREWOOD Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach nd ecru He ae i 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- ae /Shi P =" yon, hd AB Hauling and 
FIREWOOD 457-1917 ain/onine — eo, Removal Service 


Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


HUGE TAG SALE Union Church 51 
Center St., Ludlow May 22 8am-3pm. 
Rain or Shine. Inside tow large halls 
filled with household, clothing, books, 
toys, puzzles. 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 





DEADLINES: 





Q*xxxexkA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 


debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 






ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





GRANBY 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


BELCHERTOWN 


fe) BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
34.50 P3500 53550 "336001 or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES. 
Names Phone: First ZONE base price 
Address) Add a second ZONE 
Towns State:_ Zips Add a third ZONE 
NumberofWeekss X perweekrate=$ Subtotal 
Credit Card: J MasterCard OUVISA J Discover 4 Cash Ly Check# x Number of Weeks 
Card# Exp.Date__ oa TOTAL Enclosed 
Amountofcharge: — Dates 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY 










NEW -\ 
T 


WES NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 











WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 








WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
$$ ——_—$_ @—— additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
— 
a 





WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $30/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
Support oun communitu! 
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MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 





RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


AUTO FOR SALE 


For Sale 2010 Toyota Tacoma TRD 
Sport. 4 Door, 6 Foot Bed, 109300 
Miles, Excellent Condition. Call 
(413)283-4266 or (413)531-0554 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 





“EARLY 
- DEADLINES 





> In observance of Memorial Day, 
the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE. 


To advertise, 


place your ad no later than NOON a 


Friday, May 28 ii 


~ 


Thank you! 


\ TURLEY PUBLICATIO} 














www.turley.com 
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BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 





USDA INSP. FRESH 


CARPENTERS & LABORERS 
WANTED. Immediate employment. 
Working local Ware/Palmer. Call 
(413)531-1936 


CUSTODIAL- PART-TIME posi- 
tion available. Experience preferred 


however will train. Call Pride Clean- 
ing Contractors Inc. 413-283- 
7087. 





OUTREACH WORKER Town of 
Hardwick is looking for Community 
Outreach Worker. The position is to 
perform social service and admin- 
istrative work in maintaining contact 
with the town’s elderly to assess their 
needs, encourage participation in 
group activities and make referrals as 
necessary; all other related work as re- 
quired for both the Towns of Hardwick 
and Barre. Cover letter and resumes 
may be sent to coa@townofbarre.com 
or Eileen Clarkson, Director, 40 
West Street, Suite 433, Barre, 
MA 01005 


PART TIME CARPET CLEANING 
helper wanted call Price Cleaning Con- 
tractors (413)283-7087 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC., a local manufacturer of 
cold drawn and rolled metal shapes is 
accepting applications for various po- 
sitions, 1st & 2nd shifts. Engineer-Ma- 
chine Operator-Fork Lift Driver- CAD/ 
CAM/ EDM-General Mill-Maintenance. 
Candidates should demonstrate a 
good work ethic, be dependable, have 
good judgment, and be a team player. 
Candidates must have basic reading, 
writing, and math skills, excellent com- 
munication skills and be able to pay 
close attention to detail. Based on ex- 
perience we offer competitive compen- 
sation and a comprehensive benefits 
package. Visit www.rathboneprofiles. 
com for employment applications and 

submit online, via email to linda. 
dias@rathboneprofiles.com or 
mail to 1241 Park Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069. Rathbone is proud to be 
an equal opportunity workplace and is 
an affirmative action employer. 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





WATER/SEWER MAINTENANCE 
WORKER The town of Monson is 
seeking a full-time Water/Sewer Main- 
tenance Worker to provide technical 
work to operate and maintain the water 
and sewer systems. License require- 
ments include Massachusetts CDL 
Class B and Hoisting 2A, or ability to 
obtain within 3 mo. of hire; Massachu- 
setts D-2 and T-1 Certified Operator of 
Drinking Water Facilities, or ability to 
obtain within 6 mo. of hire or at digres- 
sion of the Superintendent. Acknowl- 
edgement of Tuition Reimbursement 
Policy Required. 10 days paid vacation 
after 90 days continuous employment, 
FY2022 salary min $19.01 max $23.74. 
Contact the Monson Treasurer's Office 
at tel. (413) 267-4125, fax (413) 238- 
6127, or e-mail astaples @ monson-ma. 
gov. Completed applications must be 
received at the Monson Treasur- 
er’s Office, 110 Main Street, 
Monson, MA 01057 before 4:00 
p.m. June 4, 2021. This Institution is an 
equal opportunity employer. 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 





























EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


Digital Photo: 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


mab lcoqatctsyomr- me) aleyce) 
that recently ran in one 
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USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

*Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


ere 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 





Ol] oi aE 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





90 MEAT OUTLET 


gut) $12. 50 


y USDA INSP. FROZEN 
‘ \ Each . 


CHICKEN LEGS 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CHICKEN 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CORNISH 


USDA INSP. FRESH AMERICAN 
99 
LAMB RIB CHOPS DOUUEOUEEEUEE 9 lb 


= 90 Meat Outlet 90 Avocado St. 


Springfield 
HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


BEEF 
STRIPLOIN 


cut $™799 wuole 
FREE Ib OR HALE 


BONE-IN ASSORTED 

PORK LOIN CHOPS .....° @ Sc 
PORK SIRLOIN. 

CUTLETS secsmmmmmmnn? Boo 


USDA INSP. FRESH BEEF 


PORK SHOULDER SIRLOIN STEAKS 
PICNIC sisisursimneunne > 2 oe SE=99 
lb 


SLICED IN OUR DELI 


COOKED CORNED BEEF.....° 4° 


GREAT ON THE GRILLS 


USDA INSP STORE MADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED 


BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS ... 15 


USDA INSP STORE AMDE ITALIAN MARINATED 


BONELESS CHICKEN eal 


USDA INSP STORE MADE TERIYAKI MARINATED 


BONELESS BLADE STEAKS ...... 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


apap ed re 


a pei) 


Digital Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


90% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
fo) aX= me) mele lm ele le) i(er-la(elatce 
Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 


photo-request SALE DATES: 


9/20/21 - 5/26/21 = BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION « SERVICE 





The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 








STURBRIDGE WEST BROOKFIELD SPORTS Editorial/Opinion 4 

; Education 6 
American Revolutionary Asparagus Chowder Quabbin falls in 

: Sports 7 

graves honored p3 available p6 slugfest pf Classifieds 10 
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MEMORIAL DAY SALE 
OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! 


MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!! 


SL —S—- SA. LL Ee 
1500 IN STOCK 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE! 
1,000s OF ACs IN STOCK! 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE ¢@ 7" B= 
FIN wuw.whitcosales.com 508-885-9343 


t!) 
ile Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 


BUYING OR SELLING.... 
20s! oat WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! 


NAPA Conventional 
Motor Oil’ 
15 39 Jug Aceite de motor 


$2.39 /1 at. convencional NAPA 


/Gal. 


me www.PostRoadRealty.com 


OPEN HOUSE!!! 
* Saturday, May 22, 11 AM - 12:30 PM 
$479,900 196 WICKABOAG VALLEY RD., WEST BROOKFIELD 


You must see this beautiful custom built open floor 
plan home with 3 bedrooms, 3 full baths anda | 
bedroom in-law apartment on 2.4 acres in historic 

West Brookfield. This home has been meticulouusly 
maintained and features a master suite with 
Jacuzzi tub, cabinet packed kitchen with a center 
island and stainless steel appliances. The living room has a gas fireplace, cathedral ceilings 
and hardwood floors. The stunning in-law apartment has a kitchen with granite counter tops, a 
spacious living room, a large tiled shower and a seperate washer/dryer hook-up. Outdoors you will 
love the multi level deck with a hot tub, large yard, large paved driveway and 3 car garage with a 
work area and plenty of storage. Good location for commuting to Worcester or Springfield areas. 


NAPA® 15W40 
H.D. Motor Oil’ 


Aceite de motor de alta 
capacidad NAPA 15W40 


#75122 


Fi NAPA AUTO PARTS 
. 4 WARE*WEST BROOKFIELD 


175 West St., Ware 116 Federal St. 117 West Main St., 
413-967-5121 ¢ 967-3184 (Rt. 9) Belchertown W. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-9947 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun.9-2 413-323-7661 ¢ 323-9296 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 




















Facebook 





Cassie Paolucci lm Follow us on 











174-200-3523 








) listed as a 2-family home past owners had 
| used it as a single family home at one time. Oil | 1 1 J 

| heat for first floor, electric heat for 2nd floor. | ~ ee Professional Photography 
This would be a fantastic home for an in-law — i | ABC TV Promotion 
situation or student living at home! Basement Floor Plans - 
has a workshop area. Town water and sewer. Off street parking and Em. ' Social Media Ads 
fenced in yard. Walking distance to Church, shops, restaurants and local = = r | — Brochures - Postcards - 
business. No tenants at this time. Great investment property! - rint A 


7 and closets! The town of Ware has this home > — =, ae ee! MARKET YOUR HOME 
= eT Mm WITH STYLE 


c ENTURY 21 Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! oGAL BSataT iat Targeted Online Advertising 
ENT | " North East 1-978-434-1990 BUYING * SELLING * RELOCATING [J] 


Bh LE THES Bel, FUT RTO SRE 


109 West St.,Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com Gy COLOWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART ; 
Si 413-387-8608 a 
Call: 508-341 -8299 Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com ¢ StewartandStewartHomes.com 
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner 
42 West Main Street 
Brookfield, MA 
ALL SIZES 


White ¢ Blush e Blue ¢ Brown e Purple | | ‘ 
Red ¢ Lt Gray ¢ Dark Gray ( in Notary Public ~ 













SAND & GRAVEL co 
Washed & Double Washed 


SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING J) n.nting Buyers & Sellers for over 15 year Crushed Stone 
Construction Stone © Title V Septic Sand 5 P ee a Washed Sand e¢ Stone Dust 
Concrete Sand © Chicken Coop Sand Utility Sand , caronlisarick@aol.com  lisacaron.com ™ Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Chip Stone ¢ Stone Dust ¢ Silt ¢ Crushed Gravel Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 













Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 


| PICK-UP OR —— TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
¥ 98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
508-885-6100 
508- 2480 


ad PN pe oles Wale). | 


Support Your palais ees 2 North Srecksiats, BA 
hometown Businesses 


sHop Loca ~E-B-.Flatts 


Open Sun.-Wed. 7am-1:30pm; Thurs.-Sat. 7am-8:30pm 
) COMING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
SPRING IS HERE! ane Pn catia BACK BY 


CHECK OUT OUR CLEARANCE AREA. ate f 
WE HAVE TO MAKE ROOM FOR NEW STOCK. Sete tendiincned. POPULAR DEMAND: 


- Weekly Lawn Maintenance SE, AFOOD F EAST 


- Spring and Fall Clean Ups 
- Aeration and Overseeding Lobster Rol is* 


Egan - Mulch Installati - 
Lawe OF: a=, - Shrub and Tree Trimming Fried Clams & 
at 3 321-506-3446 - Garden ite Renovation Fish & Chips & More! 
CON CRETE SOLUTION 5 : Small Tciue Work Drop Off Your Worn American 


199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner Se eerecuen ieee Peee Par nC Hee Tioe 
978-669-0088 yanlawncare.con 

























E OPEN 
2240 Main Street MONDAY-SATURDAY Ww = GROCERIES 
West Warren SAM-7PM BEER & WINE 


PIZZA 
on Oen 413-436-5900 = eax /copy/ ATM/ NOTARY PUBLIC en er ee 


